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BECOMING AN 

ENTREPRENEUR 


Although she didn't realize it at the 

time, Eva Tan became an entrepreneur 

when she was a high school student in 

Westerville, Ohio. Follow her story, 

beginning here and continuing at the 

end of each unit of the book. 

Planning for Success 
O ne su m mer, when Eva was in high 
schoo l, she helped plan her older sister's 
wedding. T here were so many issues! In­
vitations, flowers, clothi ng , and music 
were just a few o f t he things t hat had to 
be arranged. 

Helping the entire process go 'mooth­
ly was a big challenge , but one that Eva 
really liked. The reception menu plan­
ning was particularly interesting, b ' cause 
Eva's parents came from two very di fferent 
backgrounds: Irish and Filipino . 

T he event was a success . After it was 
over, Eva said, "As my sister's wedd ing 
planner, I had to wear man. hats. T he 
whole experience helped me real ize the 
importance of problem -solvi ng, paying 
attention to details, being organized but 
flexible, and remaining cool under pres­
sure. The 'wedding took a lot of time and 
effort, but the results were worth it. My 
sister was pleased, and I discovered I could 
do things I didn't know I could." 

That fall, back in high school, Eva 
took an " Introduction to Business" class 

as one of her electives. T h class, and her 
experience wilh her 'ister's wedding, made 
her think of creati ng an event-planning 
business . SI e wondered what she cou ld do 
to develop her skills and gain experience. 

Eva began looking for opport Ll n it ies 
to vo lunteer fo r more event-plan ni ng. 
She helped pla n her Jun ior Prom and or­
ganized fund-raising events to fi nance a 
senior class t rip to Florida . 

H er mother, a high school t acher who 
earned her degree at O hio State n iver­
si ty (OS ), introduced E va to fr iends 
from the university w ho needed event 
plannin g . They began asking Eva to plan 
small events like birthday parties and baby 
showers. 

Eva's gra nd mother \VJS a widow who 
lived 'with Eva's fJ.mily. Although Eva's 
gra ndmo ther had never done even t plan­
ning, she had run a smail rc ' tauran t wit h 
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